Intraluminal migration of surgical drains after transhiatal esophagogastrectomy: radiographic findings and clinical relevance.
The objectives of our study were to review our experience with a group of patients in whom contrast examinations after transhiatal esophagogastrectomy and gastric pull-through revealed intraluminal migration of a surgical drain and to describe the radiographic appearance and clinical relevance of this phenomenon. Our findings indicate that intraluminal migration of a surgical drain after transhiatal esophagogastrectomy is an infrequent but serious phenomenon that hinders or prevents healing of an anastomotic leak. Radiologists should be aware of this phenomenon and should be able to recognize the findings of an intraluminal drain on contrast examinations. When such drains are identified, we believe that they should be promptly withdrawn or removed to facilitate healing of anastomotic leaks.